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Summary: "Leaning” of Learners
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Dimensions of L2 Research
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Emergence of new theoretical

approaches

‘Emic’ sensitive approach (Firth & |
- Wagner, 1997) |
- ‘the Social Turn’ (Block, 2003)

‘Alternative approaches’ (Atkinson,
2011)
‘Epistemological diversity” (Ortega,

T
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- 2012)

Dynamic Turn’ (Dornyel,




Theoretical Approaches

Yashima

“Cognitivism”/ “Alternative”
Reductionism approaches
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- complexity - narrative approach
- change/dynamics . CA (&EE4MF)

_ ecological approach
- Situatedness atc
- interaction/emergence | ...

- self/identity
- agency etc. Based on Atkinson (2011)

- diversity




Questions for discussion

. What is ‘learning™? How do you measure (or evaluate) students’
learning in a) research, and b) classroom context?

. How do you generalise from findings of a limited number of
cases in particular context?

. How do you integrate (or balance?) your findings and those
from traditional approaches?

. How do you develop new research methods? Any tips for
qualitative research?

. What are unigue features of Japanese learners and
classrooms?

. What are practical advice for teachers from your findings?
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