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1. Introduction

Since 1970s, various media have been used in many foreign language classrooms. However, its effectiveness has not been sufficiently confirmed. Some studies report it is useful while others argue it is not (Gu & Griffiths, 1996, p. 14). This study therefore focuses on Moodle among various media and aims at verifying its efficiency. 

2. Procedure
2.1 Participants

Participants of this study were 100 university students in Kobe, Hyogo in Japan. Their English proficiency were around at false-beginner levels. Based on their English proficiency, they were divided into two groups (see Table 1). The participants in both groups joined this study for a whole year as one of their compulsory courses. (※Individuals participating in the research / experiments / investigations should be described as “participants,” not “subjects.”)
Table 1. 
Details of Participants

	

	Male
	Female
	Total

	More Proficiency Learners
	24
	23
	47

	Less Proficiency Learners
	25
	28
	53


2.2 Treatment

Before the treatment, all the participants received the guidance for using Moodle. They then studied English individually using the software. Next, the participants in the respective groups were divided into groups of four and were taught to complete many tasks for learning English within the groups. This way of learning was continued for one month.

2.2.1 Moodle site

A Moodle site shown in Figure 1 was designed for this study by the authors. The site was developed based upon Grenfell and Macaro (2007) and Rice (2006).
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Figure 1. An Example of Moodle Site

3. Results

    The analysis of quantitative data found positive influence of collaborative learning with a Moodle site. This finding supports Chamot (1999). Further studies which reinforce the findings of the present study will be expected. (※Clearly report the results, whether it be a research paper or a classroom / application report.)
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